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PA CASA Connections

Calendar of Events:

September 12th 5K Super-
hero Race Westmoreland
CASA www.runsignup.com/
casabk

September 17th PA CASA
Board meeting-10 AMt 2
PM; Harrisburg Chamber of
Commerce

September 19t Susque-

hanna Valley CASA 5| Super

hero Run/Walk

September 25t Venango

County CASAMusic Therapy

for Children 8 11:30 AM

September 29th Luzerne
County presentation see
page 5 for information

October 3rd Philadelphia
CASA Superhero walk

November 6tht Lancaster
County Heroes Gala & Bene
Auction

November 7th
Westmoreland Fall Gala

December 2nd Lancaster
/1 {1l aLyOf dza A
(information included)

May 19, 2016 PA CASA Gol
Tournament in Carlisle, PA

June 47, 2016 National

CASA Conference in National

Harbor, MD

August 9th &10th, 2016 PA
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< News from the PA CASA Board%!
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Just a note l'o share news from your sl'ate Board.
Conference Committeed Already planning for the
2016 Conference in on August 9th & 10th! Special
thanks for Jeannette Carter for stepping up to be
Conference Committee Chair. /f anyone would
like to volunteer to help with the work of conference
planning and operations, please contact Jeannette.
At jfearter5 70@gmail.com.

Fundraisingd committee members are pursuing
grants and fundraisers. Several grant applications
have been submitted. Thanks to ED Suzanne and
those who have put in so much time on this.

Legislative Action Committeed developing ways
to strategically and consistently share our message
with our legislators to pursue state funding. Also
meeting with leaders. Need your help! Please share
this newsletter with legislators and judges.

Golf -Plan ahead to join us next year on May 19th.
Thank you to Lori Serratelli and her team for their
planning and hard work. Looking for people to help
fPn this committee.

Governanced making sure we do our work accord-
ing to best practices and policy.

Public Relations/Marketingé ili ked us
% ﬁ g{h gase ishareo

3Zal Progr ms with't ose In your world. We are
also in the process, (again) in updating the website.
fWe had started this and then had to turn our ener-
gies and concentration to the conference. Back at it
again!

AT YOUR SERVICE

Executive Directad Suzanne Flinr
Presiden®
Sandy Spencer
Vice-Presiden®
Lisa Thompson
Secretand
Clare Garfield
Treasure®
Chuck Bussard
Directorso
David Bedard
Jeannette Carter
Wendy Graham
Virginia Grosz
Judith Jones
Tyler Lenda
Jennifer Linn
Kevin Lutz
Christylee Peck
Lori Serratelli
Kelly Smith
Nancy Wentzler

Mission Statement:

The PA Court Appointed Spe-

cial Advocate (CASA) Associat

tion, together with national
and local CASA programs,
supports and promotes court
appointed volunteer advocacy
for abused and
neglected children so they car
thrive in safe, permanent
homes.

BIG NEWS!

Conference in June, you were treated to a pre
AGi ve a Voice to the

For those of you who attended the PA

Voi

-view of

cel es s

of

CASA Conferenda Wil-
liamsport, PA (SAVE THE
DATE!)

by someone who recently became involved with CASA

and wrote a song that shares the message of what we

do. It is now recorded and available for download from

iTunes or CDBaby. | encourage programs to put it to

program photos and use it. Powerful! By David Reinwald
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From York County CASA Sharing a picture of our Summe
% Graduating class. From left to right it is: Judge Andrea Marceca Stro

Linda Simpson, Tarrah Hanson, Crystal Murphy and Betsy Keefer. T
bring us to45 active advocates (including staff), overseeing 41 caseg
% 73 children. We have a Fall class scheduled and it is set to occur fro
Tuesday September 22, 2015 to the swearing in on Tuesday Novem
17, 2015. We continue to accept applications for this class.
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gz their Annual Back to School Party at the Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquari

% From Allegheny County CASA  CASA of Allegheny County and the CentiMark Foundation host%

Lﬂ_ﬂJ

the CentiMark Corporation, a roofing company based in Canonsburg, PA
has generously provided hundreds of CASA children with beautiful back-
packs, school supply kits, and gift cards for clothing and shoes. Kathy Sle%
cak, a member of the CASA Board of Directors, past CASA volunteer, %

present CentiMark employee, helps to organize the event for our kids ev

year. This year, the event was graciously hosted by the Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium, and attendin

dren and families were given free admission to enjoy the zoo for the afternoon. It is a tradition to have pizz
%salad and cupcakes on hand, as well as additional fun activities such as a caricature artist, balloon artist,

face painter. Children are free to pick out any backpack they like and there are many styles to choose fro

then fill it up with supplies appropriate for their age. Each child receives a generous gift card to either Wal

or Target, plus a gift card to Famous Footwear. CASA was also able to prowde dlapers for families with yo ger
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Mark Founder, Chairman, and CEO Edward Dunlap. CASA of Allegheny County is immensely grateful for
%ongomg kindness of Ed Dunlap and the CentiMark Foundation, which

helps our kids start the school year off on a happy note!

CASA of McKean County Just thought | would mention that of our P
first class of trained volunteers we have 7 volunteers appointed and si B _’ ‘l w
% ing 10 children.They have all gone through the process of submitting t ‘ %
first reports which have been well received and we are grateful for our i Pl
% productive and constructive relationships with the Court, CYS and pro 2 . | %
ers. Our next training class begins Septembef 18Ve are looking for-
ward to implementing our Strategic Plan which was drafted by a comr H H
tee of board members and is before the full board for considera- Yo ” " !
tion. Great things are happening in McKean County! (Thank you Krist .
for the wonderful job you are doing!) %
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3Kk Board Member Spotlight 3K %
e Lori Serratelli e
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Al Az
“I\ | have been a practicing attorney in Harrisburg since 1978 when | was one of the first female atto s%
start her own practice=rom the start, my telephone began ringing with women experiencing either

mestic problems or discrimination in the work pladdy family law and employment practice grew ragg,
idly over the years during which | was joined by my husband, Steve Schiffman and later, Michael Bfow
and John Sheridan as my law partners, as well as many assotlagdim in which | serve as Preside%é
has twelve attorneys and eight support staff.
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My area of family law introduced me to the system of Children and Youth, Guardians Ad Litem angi{o %
CASAs. | have seen the system from the stand point of the children, the parents, CYS and the GAN a
know full well that it can be an intimidating quagmire for the parents but certainly for the childyen. 3y&
custody practice has exposed me to unbelievable abuse often caused by mental health or substarge
issues. | was appointed by a Dauphin County Judge in one such horrific case involving sexual ab¥® o
three children by a mother's paramour to act, in fact, as a CABw®et with CYS, the GAL, inspected -)'é

the home, spoke with the children and mother and presented a lengthy report to the court. | have gjya
7N handled my custody cases with the goal in mind of doing what is best for the children invidhigghi- 2N
)‘é losophy led me in a natural progression to wanting to know more about the CASA's role. 9:% %
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.é In 2009, when three vacancies opened on the Dauphin County Court of Common Pleas, | ran forl}gé
¢ the seats along with at least eleven other candidafiés: wining one of the five ballot positions in the alz
7\ primary, | was contacted by many groups and individuals who supported me, one of which was a O0m
-):é berland County CASA volunteer who asked me to support the CASA program in Dauphin County-}:(—
\l, Were successfulWhen | did not win a seat in the general election, | decided to channel my energiegjnt
N becoming a CASA volunteer and went through the training in Cumberland County since we do no¥{et
é‘é have the program in Dauphin Countyhad to take off my attorney "hat" as a CASA and it was a wodZ

W derful experience to see the system from yet another perspective which was one purely devoted tQ, oi
7~ what is best for the child's developmehhandled several cases as a CASA before | was asked in DN
Alz cember of 2013 to join the PA CASA board. Az
/N 7N
%:é Serving as a CASA has enhanced my life personally and as an attbemeystill working on that dream}:é %
\l, Of bringing a strong CASA program to Dauphin County. W/
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Each month as | share news
of your work and dedication %

to the Courts and children we
serve, | am amazed and in-
spired by your dedication to

our mission. Thank you so
very much for
keeping ono ev%
might be a challenge. We %

Help Us Reach
% Every Child

The majority of abused and neglected children
do not have a CASA volunteer by their side.
You can help change that.

Join the ] am for the child movement.

appreciate you. Sandy
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SAVE THE DATE

Hersee Bl and Bewefie Auction

“THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME"

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2015, 6:00 PM
BENT CREEK COUNTRY CLUB

Court Appointed Special Advocates

CASA OF LANCASTER COUNTY

®

<
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CASA

2015 Annual Conference:

ALLIN:

The Important Value
of Inclusion

FOR CHILDREN

620 BENT CREEK DRIVE
LITITZ, PA 17543

PRESENTING SPONSOR

CORESOURCE
A Trustmark Company

PERSONAL, FLEXIBLE. TRUSTED.

\ CASA

Court Appolnted Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CASA OF LANCASTER COUNTY

Some of you may remember | had promoted a publicationfa
few months back-oster Focus by Chris Chmielewskis
Americabs only monthly
is in its fourth year of publication and the writers and contijibu-
tors are wellaware of issues and welérsed in their areas of
articles. | encourage all of you to check into learning from this
magazine. |1 6ve subscribed|[]

learned so much already,. Www.fosterfocusmag.com

WCASA

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AND
How TO PROTECT YOUR
CHILD

THE PROSECUTION OF
JERRY SANDUSKY

VI McAndrews Law Oppices, P.C.
Children with disabilities are often subject to bullying & abuse.
Many people are unaware that the ia Legislature has

legislation requiring school districts to address bullying.
Heather Hulse, JD, MS, MA will review current statistics, specific

laws pertaining to children’s educational rights, & ways to address
these issues with the school. McGettigan, Esq. the
successful prosecutor in the trial of serial child sex abuser Jerry
. will lead the 2™ part of the night by taking the
aundience the jon’s timeline. His discussion brings
awareness to how child abuse can occur virtually anywhere &
often times in institutional settings, such as schools or camps,
while under the supervision & care of a professional adult.

Questions? Contact Rich Pais, Executive
Director at Luzerne County CASA at
(570) 855-2247 or

The event is open to the public & will be held in
the Burke Auditorium at the William G.
McGowan School of Business at Kings College.
133 N. Main St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702.

X CASA

LuzerneCASA.org

1 McAnd
'I'/,l.” U

MeAndrewsLaw.com

s, P.C

Through awareness, understanding, & open
commumnication, we can all be Jeaders in
preventing bullying & child abuse.
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SPONSORED BY

Millersville University

SAVE THE DATE
Wednesday, December 2, 2015
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Willow Valley Communities Cultural Center

900 Willow Valley Lakes Drive
Willow Street, PA 17584

Pre-Registration is required. Check-in at 8:00 AM

Register now!

car e muapefésdnilsn € .
$5 Students and CASA volunteers

The

CEUs available for additional charge.
Presentation schedule and speaker bios coming soon!

Kayla at (717)208-3280

Register online or make checks payable to
CASA of Lancaster County
53 N Duke St, STE 218
Lancaster, PA 17602
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Some

of what | 6ve |
There are over a million homeless kids in
America.

Ask every candidate running for offi@éerom
presidential to congressional to gubernatorial
tocitycouncid O what will you
chil drends | ives bette
are most vulnerable and with the fewest re-
sources available to
Hu man, (child) traff
thing had is happening in some far away
place. Learn to look for the signs.

Foster parents often have the idea that the fos-
ter parents and foster
mi ddl edo. That is wusual
parent needs to meet the child where they are
so together they can move to some middle
ground.

Demand policymaker, child welfare head and
community leader accountability. If a child
ages out of car e, ask
sonally? Who feels responsible? To whom can
the child | ook and ask
famil y?60

t
i c

So much to learn. So little time. Please share.
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http://ads.pennlive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.pennlive.com/midstate/2015/07/2014_annual_child_abuse_report_1.html/2047312171/StoryAd/PENNLIVE/default/empty.gif/726239724c315848345a77414468796f

