
Just a note to update you and share a bit of 
what your State Board is working on: 

Transition Committee—I am happy to share the 
exciting news that the Transition Team has com-
pleted the search for, and ultimately hired a new 
PA CASA Executive Director. Her name is Suzanne 
Flinn and she will be starting in her new position 
(pending clearances) on February 23rd, 2015. I 
especially thank Dennis for his continued guidance 
throughout this process and as we work through 
the transition. We truly value his experience, his 
love for CASA, his time, and the wisdom that he 
shared. Together we will work to schedule a couple 
“meet and greets” similar to the east/west meet-

ings Dennis had with Program Directors when he 
announced his retirement. This will allow him to 
introduce Suzanne and acquaint her with those 
leading our programs.  
Conference Committee—with the help of a few 
others —- finding speakers, sponsors, and more. 
Would love your help! 
Legislative Action Committee—developing 
ways to strategically and consistently share our 
message with our legislators to pursue state fund-
ing. Need your help! Met in December and again, 
making progress.  
Fundraising—committee members are research-
ing grants and fundraisers. 

Governance—making sure we do our work ac-
cording to best practices and policy.  
Golf  - planning the PA CASA Golf Tournament to 
be held May 15th. See information included. 

News from the  PA CASA Board!   

February  2015  

PA CASA Connections 

Calendar of Events: 

February 7th; 4-6 PM—

CHOCOLATE & WINE PAIRING 

EVENT FOR CASA PHILADEL-

PHIA (Information included) 

 

February 21st—23rd —8th annual 

Bluegrass Festival in Oil City, 

PA—Venango County CASA 

fundraiser 

February 25th—Whine & Cheese 

event—Philadelphia CASA  

March 22nd - 4th annual Basket 

Party fundraiser for Cambria/

Somerset County  CASA Pro-

gram 

April 25th— Superhero run for 

CASA Allegheny County 

 
May 15th—PA CASA Golf Tourna-

ment——stay tuned!  

 

 May 30—June 2, 2015 National 

CASA Conference  -in New 

Orleans. 

June 10th & 11th, 2015—PA 

CASA Conference : in Wil-

liamsport, PA (SAVE THE 

DATE!) 

October 3rd— Philadelphia CASA 

Superhero walk 

Executive Director news!  
There have been many, many conference 
calls, emails, hours spent alone reviewing 
resumes, and a day of in-person interviews to 
get us to this place. I sincerely thank those 
who shared their time, thoughts, comments 
and more throughout the past months.  

 

From Suzanne:  
 
I would like to introduce 

myself and to let you know 

how excited I am to be step-

ping into the shoes of Execu-

tive Director of PA CASA.  My 

name is Suzanne Flinn. I 

am a Pennsylvania native, 

glad to be returning and 

excited about the challenge 

of continuing to grow the 

program  representation  to 

give the abused and ne-

glected children  in care a 

voice. I eagerly look forward 

to meeting and working 

with all of you. Together we 

can improve the lives of the 

children we serve. I am ex-

tremely grateful to Dennis, 

for his generosity, sharing 

his time and knowledge. I 

will have "big shoes" to fill!  

Hello  
Again, thank you to all who have 
taken the time to submit information 
for this newsletter. It is inspiring put-
ting it all together and learning more 
about the great work happening in all 
of the PA CASA programs.  ~Sandy~  

 
For those of you not already registered for Amazon Smile with your local pro-

gram, please consider using the information below to register for PA CASA to 

receive 0.5% when you shop with Amazon! 

Thank you.  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2954302 

"Every child needs a hero but abused  

children need Superheroes." 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2954302
http://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=26L2ABOEWMC6R&R=YRKB0KUXYCWQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_114782360_smi_em_wel_logo_smi&A=HVSAL6XAFUPRMXCI9ABAHGKQOMYA&H=2O8KFFAHGCEZIMRHWCOE1KLCZCWA


 

Six New CASA Volunteers to Give Voices to Abused and Neglected Children 

Local Residents Sworn In to Service as Court Appointed Special Advocates 

 

 Susquehanna Valley CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) ς Voices for Children in-

ducted its fourth corps of trained advocate volunteers to serve local abused and neglected children on 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at the Union County Courthouse in Lewisburg, PA.  The Honorable Judges 

Joy Reynolds McCoy (Lycoming County), Anthony J. Rosini (Northumberland County), and Michael H. 

Sholley (Snyder and Union Counties) presided over the ceremony.   

 The six new inductees are: Carolyn and Bill Fairl (Selinsgrove), Christine Matthews (Sunbury), 

Rachael Smith (Beavertown), Betsy Snook (Lewisburg) and Heather Strassner (Lewisburg).  Tom Fisher 

ό[ŜǿƛǎōǳǊƎύ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΦ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

welcome this set of diverse individuals to our organization. Their dedication and passion will be of great 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ΨL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŀ /!{!ΩΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WǳŘƛǘƘ WƻƴŜǎΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǳǎǉǳŜƘŀƴƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /!{! ς Voices for Children, a non

-profit organization serving Lycoming, Northumberland, Union and Snyder counties. 

 During the ceremony, the judges shared their perspectives on CASA and the important role 

ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǇƭŀȅΦ  ά/!{! ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŘƻƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΦ  L ƭŜŀǊƴ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ς information that I did not have from any other source. I wish we had a CASA 

ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ¢ƘŜ IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ WǳŘƎŜ aŎ/ƻȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ WǳŘƎŜ wƻǎƛƴƛ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 

ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ WǳŘƎŜ {ƘƻƭƭŜȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ άWǳŘƎŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛπ

lies that come before us.  These children are in these situations through no fault of their own, and the 

most important thing we can give to them is well-ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴŎŜΦέ 

 Despite just completing the 40-hour volunteer training course, the Susquehanna Valley CASA 

- Voices for Children staff is already gearing up for the next volunteer training class starting in April.  

{ŀƛŘ WƻƴŜǎΣ ά9ǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛȄ ƴŜǿ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦέ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WƻƴŜǎΣ рр ŀōǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀπ

ǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ-county service area are wait-ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ /!{! ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΦ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ 

compassionate adults who can think critically, make reasonable recommendations and work well with 

others. All it takes to make a difference in the life of a maltreated child is a caring adult, and every sin-

ƎƭŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ /!{! ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣέ ŀǇǇŜŀƭŜŘ WƻƴŜǎΦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Front Row L-R: Stan Frankel (existing SVC volunteer), James Gallo (SVC board president), Union County Commissioner Preston 
Boop (SVC board member), Betsy Snook (new SVC volunteer), Heather Strassner (new SVC volunteer), Revered Ricky Phillips (SVC 
board member), Rachael Smith (new SVC volunteer), The Honorable Joy Reynolds McCoy (Lycoming County Judge), Beverly Hoff-
man (existing SVC volunteer), Yvonne Heatley (SVC board member), Suzanne Fitzgerald (SVC board member), Rose Williams (SVC 
board member). 
 
Back Row L-R: Sam Ryder (SVC board member), Bill Fairl (new SVC volunteer), Carolyn Fairl (new SVC volunteer), Chris Mat-
thews (new SVC volunteer), The Honorable Michael H. Sholley (Snyder and Union Counties Judge), The Honorable Anthony J. Ros-
ini (Northumberland County Judge), Corey Mowrey (SVC board member), Marie Wagner (existing SVC volunteer), Keith 
Smalley (existing SVC volunteer). 
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AT  YOUR  SERVICE  

Executive Directorð 

   Dennis Hockensmith/      

Suzanne Flinn 

President ð 

   Sandy Spencer 

Vice-President ð 

   Shileste Overton-Morris 

Secretary ð 

   Clare Garfield 

Treasurer ð 

   Chuck Bussard 

Directors ð 

   David Bedard 

   Kelly Densel-Ohm 

   Danielle Gower 

   Virginia Grosz 

   Judith Jones 

   Tyler Lenda 

   Jennifer Linn 

   Kevin Lutz 

   Christylee Peck 

   Lori Serratelli 

   Kelly Smith 

   Anthony Stukes 

   Corrine Trively 

   Kathleen Waid 

   Nancy Wentzler 

   Cheryl Wise 

The Training of Facilitators 

& Flex Learning  
PA CASA in partnership with 
the Center for Schools and 
Communities is pleased to 
announce this February train-
ing event drawing 23 repre-
sentatives from PA CASA pro-
grams statewide! All partici-
pants are currently in prepara-
tion for their 2 day training 
event offered by the National 
CASA Training Department. To 
the network of programs here 
in the commonwealth we say 
thank you for taking advan-
tage of this opportunity to 
better prepare your programs 
to continue to thrive and grow 
into the future! 



Shileste Overton Morris  -  Vice President, PA CASA Board 

 

Shileste Overton Morris is the Senior Program Development and Organiza-

tional Manager at the Center for Schools and Communities.  Ms. Overton 

Morris supports the CSC Director in the provision of leadership, manage-

ment, strategic growth and development of the Center. The Senior Program 

Development and Organizational Manager has primary responsibility for 

the planning, development and implementation of statewide projects related 

to Out of School Time (OST), Pregnant and Parenting Teens, Migrant Edu-

cation and students experiencing homelessness. 

 

She has worked at and with both public and private institutions, including 

Girls Inc., YMCA, and the State Departments of Education and Wel-

fare.  Shileste currently serves on a number of state and local boards, in-

cluding the Pennsylvania Statewide Afterschool/Youth Development Net-

work (PSAYDN), Penn SACCA, and the Pennsylvania Coalition to Prevent 

Teen Pregnancy, which she served as Chair.  Shileste was one of the found-

ing members of the Pennsylvania Statewide Afterschool/Youth Develop-

ment Network in 2004 and currently serves as a member of the Executive 

Steering Committee and is chair of the Sustainability Sub-Committee. 

 

Ms. Overton Morris has a Masterôs in Public Administration and a Certifi-

cate in Non Profit Administration from the Pennsylvania State University, 

as well as a Bachelors in Communications from Temple University.  Over-

ton-Morris is a graduate of the Education Policy Leadership Fellow Pro-

gram sponsored by the Institute for Educational Leadership. 

From one of our Board members- 
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RUN, RICH RUN! SEE RICH RUN! 
 

CASA of Luzerne County Executive Di-
rector Rich Pais will be the "Last Man 
Running" this October at the world 
famous Steamtown Marathon.  CASA 
has linked with local Dunkin Donuts 
restaurants  (America Runs on Dunkin) 
to sponsor a very unique fund-
raiser.  Rich will start dead last in the 
race, crossing the start line only after 
everyone else has left.  He will receive 
donations from individuals and spon-
sors for each person he passes during 
his 26.2 mile trek from Forest City to 
Scranton PA.  CASA will obtain pledges 
using social media, newspapers, radio 
and through outreach at other major 
races in the area. Dunkin Donuts res-
taurants will be stocked with pledge 
cards and information on why abused 
and neglected children shouldn't be 
left standing alone at the start line of 
life.   We hope to get many corporate 
sponsors too. With luck we will raise a 
lot of money and awareness and it 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÆÕÎ ɉÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ 
Rich and have to run 26.2 miles as fast 
as you can). 

Because CASA volunteers in Cumberland County are scattered across a number of counties and lead very busy lives, we 

have always found it difficult to schedule supportive get-togethers that are well attended. One of our volunteers came 
up with a great idea to create a virtual support group via Facebook. Facebook has the option of creating a secret group 

which can only be accessed and is visible only to those who are personally invited to belong. None of the posts, pic-
tures, comments, etc. can be discovered by anyone outside of the group. While we still refrain from using full names of 

the family members of our CASA cases, this has opened another avenue for volunteers to support one another. 

Some good things about having this Facebook group: 
¶ It is secret, no one can find it if searching (unless you are a member). People have to be invited to be able to join. 

¶ If volunteers need support, they don’t have to wait, they can ask someone day or night. 

¶ No one has to leave their house to go somewhere (or find a sitter). 

¶ Most people already have Facebook accounts or if they don’t, it’s easy to sign up. 

¶ There is also a File section.  People can share forms they have created or use to keep track of their cases. 

¶ The office staff can add documents to the file section or update documents/forms such as the Resource Guide and 

Report templates, freeing up their time and making sure volunteers have the most updated information. 
¶ New (or experienced) CASAs have access to a wealth of knowledge, advice and information.  (by Linda Rosenberry) 

 

A  SECRET  WORTH  
SHARING! 



Nine Community Members Sworn in as Court Appointed Special Advocate 

 

Westmoreland County PA CASA  (December 15, 2014) 

 

On Friday, December 5 in Judge Christopher Felicianiôs courtroom, nine new Court Appointed Special 

Advocates for Children (CASAs) were sworn into service.  Graduating from the CASA training program 

were Lynn Cutway from Jeannette, Vince DiPaolo from Connellsville, Marguerite Johnson from Mones-

sen, Catherine Kasunich from Mt. Pleasant, Diane Krivoniak from Latrobe, Robert McDonald from 

Greensburg, Pam McVicker from Latrobe, Janice Migyanka from Latrobe and Dawn Schott from Export.  

This new group of volunteers is the sixteenth graduating class from CASA of Westmoreland, Inc. and they 

join a team of advocates who provide a voice for abused and neglected children in this county. 

 

Executive Director Mandy Zalich said, ñOur CASA volunteers are trained, committed, diligent and compassionate advocates 

who spend an average of eighteen months on one case and often much longer to see a child through to a permanent home.  

These advocates are friends of court who provide a needed óextra set of eyesô on a case to ensure the best interest of the child.ò 

 

CASA of Westmoreland, Inc. was initiated by a group of community members, led by Family Court 

Judge Christopher Feliciani, who recognized the need for a CASA program to advocate for the most vul-

nerable members of Westmoreland Countyôs community. Judge Feliciani believed that CASA would be 

the best solution for the then 330 children living in foster care due to severe abuse and/or neglect. This 

initiative led to the appointment of a steering committee, and then a Board of Directors. With support 

from the Westmoreland County Commissioners and many community members, CASA of Westmore-

land, Inc. was incorporated in 2006 and recognized as a 501(c)(3) organization, and opened its doors to 

start advocating for children in 2007. 
 

Also in attendance at the graduation and swearing in ceremony were the new advocatesô families and friends, members of the 

CASA Board of Directors, CASA Staff, the Westmoreland County Commissioners, and Judge Scherer and Judge Regoli. 

Warren & Forrest County CASA  
Imagine an event that brings together our whole community 
and celebrates our young people. Our annual CASA Senior 
Basketball Classic does just that. The idea behind the game 
itself is to showcase, one last time, our outstanding senior 
ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ά/ƭŀǎǎƛŎέ 
provides all senior basketball players with one final opportu-
nity to showcase their talents. Winning or losing is not the 
real object of this game. More important is that the senior 
enjoys the camaraderie of the other senior basketball play-
ers while entertaining the crowd that has gathered to wish 
them well. The player receives a players game shirt, a BB 

Classic t-shirt and a 
"goody bag with a 
trophy and other gifts.  
This year you can 
show your support  for  
our areas  graduating  
seniors from 8 high 
schools in two coun-
ties, have positive 
publicity for you busi-
ness and benefit local 
abused and neglected 
children in foster care. 
Win. Win. Win!  

Venango County CASA  

The CASA (Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates) of Venango County, Inc. and Oil City 
Arts and Culture Commission are again team-
ing once again to host what will be Oil Cityõs 
8th Annual Oil Country Bluegrass Festival.  
This annual event will be held on February 20, 
21 and 22, 2015 at the Days Inn located at 1 Se-
neca Street in Oil City, PA.  All proceeds will 
benefit the sponsoring non-profit organiza-
tions. The prior seven festivals have been ex-
tremely successful.  Each year, many stellar 
bluegrass bands from throughout the region 
have donated their time 
and talent, drawing 
near capacity crowds 
to the three-day event.   
 
Contact Person:  
Cinnamon S. Evans 
Oilcounrtybluegrassfes-
tiva@gmail.com  

  

mailto:Oilcounrtybluegrassfestiva@gmail.com
mailto:Oilcounrtybluegrassfestiva@gmail.com


As most of you may know, National CASA is 

opening a Washington DC office. We are excited 

to announce that we have begun to move in to 

the new space in the National Press Club, located 

at 529 14th St. NW in Washington DC. Several 

National CASA staff are in DC this week prepar-

ing the office for occupancy beginning February 

2. The DC office will hold an official grand 

opening sometime this spring. 

Having an office in DC has many benefits, in-

cluding helping align us with other national 

voices in the child welfare sector and giving us 

greater flexibility and visibility with federal leg-

islators and other policy-makers. National CASA 

will continue to have our main office in Seattle. 

News from 

NATIONAL 

CASA 

CASA Youth Advocates, Inc. Delaware County Holds Annual Fund Raising Gala 
 

CASA Delaware County held its annual fund raising Gala on December 5, 2014.  Ashley Rhodes-Courter, award 

winning author and former foster child, was our featured speaker.  Ashley is well known to many in the CASA com-

munity for her award winning memoir, Three Little Words, recounting her nine years in foster care and the work of 

her CASA volunteer who helped to free her for adoption and helped find her a permanent family.  Today, Ashley is 

an MSW social worker,  foster and adoptive parent with two biological children as well.  She was an astonishing 

speaker who touched the hearts of our 300 attendees and help us raise $194,000 to support our CASA program ex-

pansion.  View our interviews with her and our CASA volunteers of the year on our website www.delcocasa.org 

 

CASA Youth Advocates, Inc. Delaware County Expands Services to Chester County 

 

CASA Delaware County is thrilled to announce our expansion to Chester County effective January 1, 2015.  This 

expansion is the result of a request from the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services Office of Children Youth 

and Families Southeast Region and Chester County's Dependency Judge.  One case has already been referred to us 

and we look forward to a long and productive relationship with Chester County Dependency Court and Department 

of Children Youth and Families.   

Idea from CASA of Philadelphia -  
February 25, 2015 -  OUR FIRST ñWHINE & CHEESEò 
Do you sometimes feel frustrated by the everyday ups and downs of your CASA case?  Would you like to vent some of your 

frustrations and commiserate with your fellow CASA Volunteers?  Join us for our first ever ñWhine and Cheeseò!  This is a 

get-together to simply share some of your heartache and frustrations with your cases in a supportive, friendly, festive envi-

ronment.  We will provide the cheese and snacks, you provide the complaints!  

http://www.delcocasa.org

